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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kashiwagi et al (US 6393574). 

Regarding claim 1 : Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus for recording a 
compressed stream that is obtained by compressively coding audio/video signals, on a 
recording medium, including: an encoder for compressively coding the audio/video 
signals and outputting a compressed stream (column 9 lines 65-67 and column 10 
lines 1-9); a recording buffer memory for storing the compressed stream (column 9 
lines 15-42); a recorder for recording the compressed stream stored in the recording 
buffer memory, on the recording medium (column 10 lines 20-39); and a system 
controller for controlling the respective units, encoder dividing a compressed stream of 
audio/video signals within a predetermined time range to form plural subunits and 
forming a main unit from a group of these sub-units to output the compressed stream 
as well as creating sub-unit attribute information concerning the sub-units, and system 
controller generating management information for each of the sub-units from the 
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corresponding sub-unit attribute information, and inserting the management information 
in a predetermined position in the main unit, and recorder reading the compressed 
stream successively from the recording buffer memory when the sub-unit management 
information has been inserted into the main unit, and recording the read stream on the 
recording medium (column 8 lines 56-67 and column 9 lines 1-14). 
Regarding claim 2: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the encoder compressively encodes the audio/video signals by a variable-rate 
controlled compression method (column 2 lines 44-52). 
Regarding claim 3: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the maximum number of the main units constituting the compressed stream is 
defined as a predetermined value N (column 22 lines 11-18). 
Regarding claim 4: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 3 
wherein when the number of the main units constituting the compressed stream 
reaches the predetermined value N, the recording of the compressed stream is 
stopped (column 42 lines 66-67 and column 43 lines 1-10). 
Regarding claim 5: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the system controller forms a main unit set from a group of the plural main 
units, and when the maximum value of the main units included in the main unit set is 
defined as a predetermined value n and the number of the main units constituting the 
compressed stream reaches the predetermined value n, the main unit set is formed 
from a group comprising the predetermined value n of the main units, then followed by 
starting formation of a next main unit set (column 36 lines 14-31). 
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Regarding claim 6: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 3 
wherein a memory size of the recording buffer memory is defined by a recording 
capacity of the recording medium and the predetermined value N (column 22 lines 44- 
52 and column 2 lines 22-29). 

Regarding claim 7: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 3 
wherein a memory size of the recording buffer memory is defined by a size of data to 
be recorded and the predetermined value N (column 22 lines 44-52). 
Regarding claim 8: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the encoder forms the main unit from the sub-unit group when a total data size 
of the sub-unit group becomes equal to or larger than a predetermined value M 
(column 36 lines 14-31). 

Regarding claim 9: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 8 
wherein the predetermined value M is defined by a memory size of the recording buffer 
memory (column 8 lines 4-7 and column 24 lines 44-52). 

Regarding claim 10: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 8 
wherein the maximum number of the main units constituting the compressed stream is 
set at a predetermined value N, and the predetermined value M is defined by a 
recording capacity of the recording medium and the predetermined value N (column 2 
lines 22-29 and column 29 lines 1-6). 

Regarding claim 11: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 8 
wherein the maximum number of the main units constituting the compressed stream is 
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set at a predetermined value N, and the predetermined value M is defined by a size of 
data to be recorded and the predetermined value N (column 36 lines 14-31). 
Regarding claim 12: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the encoder detects at least one information among information concerning a 
data size of the sub-unit, information concerning a position of the sub-unit in the main 
unit, and information concerning a playback time of the sub-unit, as the sub-unit 
attribute information (column 27 lines 45-54). 

Regarding claim 13: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
wherein the system controller inserts the sub-unit management information into the 
main unit so as to be placed at a head of each sub-unit (column 36 lines 6-31). 

Regarding claim 14: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
comprising: a unit for issuing a recording stop command or a recording start command, 
system controller posting a coding stop instruction to the encoder when the recording 
stop command is issued, and encoder finishing forming the main unit when receiving 
the coding stop instruction, taking a sub-unit that is being formed at a time when the 
instruction is received as a last sub-unit (column 73 lines 47-58). 

Regarding claim 15: Kashiwagi et al. discloses a recording apparatus of claim 1 
comprising: a decision unit for deciding the type of the recording medium, and system 
controller selecting either inserting the sub-unit management information in a 
predetermined position in the main unit on the basis of a result of the decision by the 
decision unit, or controlling the recorder for recording the sub-unit management 
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information in a sub-unit management area on the recording medium (column 29 lines 
1-6). 

Regarding claim 16: Claim 16 is rejected for the same subject matter as claim 1-15. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Tekle whose telephone number is 571-270-1 117. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am to 5:00pm M-R and 7:30-4:00 Every 
other F.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the , 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free): If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Daniel Tekle 



